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The guiding principles to govern the functioning of the devolved educational set-up within the Punjab have been well articulated.  
These principles clearly lay out the structures and functions of different levels with emphasis on emerging priorities like various 
levels of education, types of city/district governments, literacy, community participation, and monitoring. 
 

Within this framework, the province has been assigned the responsibilities for:- 
 
 

• Policy/guideline formulation 
• M&E, specifically performance-base 
• Inter-district transfers 
• Quality assurance 
• Curricula development 
• Teachers' training 
• Coordination/consolidation of budget 
• Approval of schemes beyond Rs 20 million 
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The districts have been entrusted with the following tasks: 
 

• Recruitment of teachers up to secondary school level 
• Recruitment of non-teaching staff from BS-5 to BS-15  
• Authority for E&D cases for the above two activities 
• Grant of leave (all kinds, except ex-Pakistan) for BS-1 to BS-18 
• Leave for Hajj and Umra 
• Non-development budget and re-appropriation directly by the districts 
• Registration of private schools 
• Conduct of Middle Standard Examination 
• EDO to be ex-officio member of Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education 
• Internal audit and technical inspections of institutions 
• Sanctioning of pensions upto BS-16 
• Identification, preparation and execution of Annual Development Plan (ADP) 
 

 
The Literacy Department has been separated from the District Education Department according to the provisions of the Local 
Government Ordinance 2001.  Independent set-up for literacy has been created at the provincial level. An Additional Secretary 
(Literacy) has been posted at the Secretariat to oversee the functioning of the district literacy departments.  The Executive District 
Officers (Literacy) have been posted at all districts of the province and efforts are underway to post the other relevant staff within 
the districts. 
 

The Literacy Department, under the provisions of the Part C of the First Schedule of the Local Government Ordinance, 2001, will 
be responsible for literacy campaigns, continuing education and vocational education. 
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Table P.1 District Population Punjab  (1998) 

 
District Population (5-9 years) Total Population (10-14) Population (15+) 

 Total Total  Female Total Female 
Attock 175822 164815 80097 771043 393069 
Rawalpindi 446658 831936 213786 3839751 1009298 
Jhelum 129878 121836 58746 565149 288509 
Chakwal 146372 139543 67841 660619 359347 
Sargodha 398241 343860 163951 1562116 761103 
Bhakkar 171569 141865 67853 582764 282408 
Khushab 132203 113239 54543 536650 275574 
Mianwali 165724 140533 67496 595581 303400 
Faisalabad 785067 333501 333501 3215115 1532315 
Jhang 435090 353896 166378 1651535 794047 
Toba Tek Singh 240332 211355 101342 951842 466154 
Gujranwala 505867 459883 222887 1955381 928088 
Hafizabad 121681 103932 49470 489718 234359 
Gujrat 290755 268904 129432 1218310 619937 
Mandi Bahauddin 170797 147771 70345 686416 338366 
Sialkot 394037 357311 172319 1589085 776991 
Narowal 195331 175705 85406 704148 35766 
Lahore 831936 831936 401048 3839751 1786577 
Kasur 376300 319345 152680 1317566 620380 
Okara 342641 278711 130510 1289372 610728 
Sheikhupura 502341 435474 209237 1893236 899511 
Vehari 330026 273810 130294 1186036 571635 
Sahiwal 274500 232394 110240 1087758 525584 
Pakpattan 200703 164134 76699 736757 354711 
Multan 498255 414261 196620 1757032 825548 
Khanewal 326027 268221 127521 1178028 566624 
Lodhran 199103 155467 73151 632890 303910 
Dera Ghazi Khan 297694 220929 101728 836765 403154 
Rajanpur 200718 135115 59668 570741 271200 
Layyah 186680 154709 74128 604036 292547 
Muzaffargarh 472666 353719 162563 1360317 652756 
Bahawalpur 401406 316754 148032 1353146 636905 
Bahawalnagar 319195 263256 124922 1179478 568592 
RahimYar Khan 539221 395438 182196 1694541 816407 

Source:  Population Census Organization, District Census Reports (DCRs) 
Note:  Roughly 52% population of 5-9 years age group is male and 48%is female. 
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Table P.3 Participation of School-going Children (5-9 years) - Punjab (1998)  
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Table P.4.3 District Ranking by Literacy Rate (10+ years) and Illiterate Population 
Punjab  (1998) 

District Name Literacy Rate (%)  Illiterate Population (in number) Rank Order 
Islamabad 72.38 166,708 1 
Rawalpindi 70.45 740,625 2 
Lahore 64.66 1,650,853 3 
Jhelum 63.92 247,880 4 
Gujrat 62.18 562,450 5 
Sialkot 58.92 799,630 6 
Chakwal 56.72 346,276 7 
Gujranwala 56.55 1,049,510 8 
Narowal 52.65 416,642 9. 
Faisalabad 51.94 1,880,742 10 
Toba Tek Singh 50.50 575,767 11 
Attock 49.27 474,779 12 
Mandi Bahauddin 47.44 438,461 13 
Sargodha 46.30 1,023,488 14 
Sahiwal 43.90 740,641 15 
Sheikhupura 43.78 1,309,213 16 
Multan 43.38 1,229,392 17 
Mianwali 42.76 421,329 18 
Hafizabad 40.74 351,799 19 
Khushab 40.50 386,715 20 
Khanewal 39.94 868,572 21 
Layyah 38.68 440,045 22 
Okara 37.79 975,309 23 
Jhang 37.12 1,261,071 24 
Vehari 36.79 922,771 25 
Kasur 36.21 1,044,193 26 
Bahawalnagar 35.07 936,819 27 
Pakpattan 34.70 588,309 28 
Bhakkar 34.17 477,011 29 
Rahim Yar Khan 33.09 1,398,416 30 
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District Name Literacy Rate (%) 10+ Illiterate Population 10+ (in number) Rank Order 
Lodhran 29.90 552,644 32 
D.G.Khan 30.61 733,913 31 
Muzaffargarh 28.45 1,226,326 33 
Rajanpur 20.73 559,510 34 

    
Source:  EFA Wing; Islamabad. 
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Source: National Institute of Population Studies, Islamabad.
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